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NEW DEGREE COURSES BEING 
OFFERED IN HPER AT UM
MISSOULA—
The first student to complete degree requirements for the new Master's degree in 
recreation at the University of Montana is expected to be on the fall quarter's com­
mencement list.
k Dr. Wally Schwank, chairman of the health, physical education, and recreation dept,
at the University of Montana, said James A. Black, Whitefish, Mont., will receive the 
first graduate degree since it was first offered in 1970. Seven students are currently 
doing graduate level work in recreation, Schwank said, and should complete the requirements 
at different quarters throughout the year.
The first Bachelor's degree was granted in spring, 1970, to Richard Fox, now employed 
as the city recreation director in Billings. Three students graduated with BS degrees in 
recreation in 1971.
Joel Meier, recreation specialist and instructor, said that he expects nearly 40 
in the recreation field this year. The increased enrollment will create problems at both 
the undergraduate and graduate levels, Meier noted.
Schwank originated the open-ended recreation curriculum in 1969 and with the addition
1
of Meier to the faculty, modifications were made and the present requirements resulted..
To receive a Master of Arts or Master of Science degree in recreation, an applicant 
must hold a Bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university and provide 




All candidates are required to take the Graduate Record Examination and to satisfy 
the requirements of the department and the Graduate School. Candidates for the M . A . and 
M.S. degree must complete 45 credit hours of work including thesis credits. The graduate 
course of study is scheduled in conference with a designated departmental advisor.
Several new courses are also being offered fall quarter by the HPER department, 
after large student response in the summer recreation program.
The new classes listed in the activity series include: backpacking and survival; 
river floating; and fly tying.
New snow sports are also tentatively being planned, Schwank said, based on their
success last year. A year-round program designed to meet the needs of the students is 
our final goal, he added.
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